Dear Timothy, Small Group Bible Studies

Study 9

Why I Suffer As I Do
objectives (Second Timothy 1:1-18)
1. To be able to defend that God’s will for His servants often includes
hardship, trials and setbacks.
2. To describe how a person’s perspective of their priorities often changes
toward the end of their life.
3. To give reasons why confidence is not the same as arrogance when it
comes to one’s God-given calling.
4. To be able to demonstrate support for those fellow believers who are
suffering for Christ.

Background
Since Paul had written his first epistle, where he indicated that he
expected to be freed soon, his second epistle seems to convey a less optimistic
outlook. His second epistle sounds much more like a farewell than his first.
This makes what he says to Timothy all the more impressive because rather
than complaining about his predicament, he writes to encourage his
lieutenant and thereby also encourage the faithful believers in Ephesus.

— 55 —

309. Dr. Andrew Corbett
22 July 2021 at 6:23:23 am

happy
310. Dr. Andrew Corbett
21 July 2021 at 1:43:55 pm

2Tim. 1:1 Paul, an apostle of
Christ Jesus by the will of God
according to the promise of the
life that is in Christ Jesus,
311. Dr. Andrew Corbett
21 July 2021 at 1:36:44 pm
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I hope you chose this answer
and can see that God often
uses adverse circumstances in
our lives to achieve something
for His glory.

Objective 1 - To be able to defend that God’s will for His servants often
includes hardship, trials and setbacks.

312. Dr. Andrew Corbett
21 July 2021 at 1:42:03 pm

2Cor. 11:23 Are they servants of
Christ? I am a better one—I am
talking like a madman—with far
greater labors, far more
imprisonments, with countless
beatings, and often near death.
2Cor. 11:24 Five times I
received at the hands of the
Jews the forty lashes less one.
2Cor. 11:25 Three times I was
beaten with rods. Once I was
stoned. Three times I was
shipwrecked; a night and a day I
was adrift at sea;
2Cor. 11:26 on frequent
journeys, in danger from rivers,
danger from robbers, danger
from my own people, danger
from Gentiles, danger in the city,
danger in the wilderness,
danger at sea, danger from false
brothers;
2Cor. 11:27 in toil and hardship,
through many a sleepless night,
in hunger and thirst, often
without food, in cold and
exposure.

Some people have a view about Christianity that it is God’s will to always
309

as he faithfully served God. Remarkably, the apostle Paul never complains
about his negative circumstances. Instead, he refers to these events as proof of
God’s call on him!
310

22 July 2021 at 1:09:07 pm

It can be no coincidence that
most of God’s most faithful
servants also suffered the most
(but will also be honoured the
most).
315. Dr. Andrew Corbett
21 July 2021 at 1:48:52 pm

2Tim. 1:2 ¶ To Timothy, my
beloved child: ¶ Grace, mercy,
and peace from God the Father
and Christ Jesus our Lord.
>> 2Tim. 1:3 ¶ I thank God
whom I serve, as did my
ancestors, with a clear
conscience, as I remember you
constantly in my prayers night
and day.

Read Second Timothy 1:1. How would you describe Paul’s attitude at this
(a) He is upset with God because despite what he thought about God’s will
always resulting in him being protected from harm, God had now let him
down.
(b) Despite his adverse circumstances of still being imprisoned, he still felt that
he was in the will of God and could therefore continue to worship and trust
God.
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(c) Paul was confident that if more believers prayed for him and sowed more
money into his finances, God would be sure to answer these prayers and
release him from his imprisonment.

312

2.

Read Second Corinthians 11:23-27. What was Paul prepared to endure
for the sake of serving Christ and why?

313

3.

21 July 2021 at 1:42:22 pm

314. Dr. Andrew Corbett

1.

point, despite his negative circumstances?

313. Dr. Andrew Corbett
Paul was prepared to endure
tremendous hardships for the
sake of Christ because it
demonstrated that his devotion
to Christ and His cause was not
based on any self-serving
motive.

make His people comfortable and h _ _ _ y. But this was not Paul’s experience

Is it ever God’s will for someone to endure hardships and difficulties?
Discuss.

314

4.
315

Despite Paul’s difficult circumstances, what was his main prayer focus
based on Second Timothy 1:2-3?

316
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316. Dr. Andrew Corbett
21 July 2021 at 1:49:06 pm

Despite Paul’s circumstances,
he prayed “night and day” for
Timothy. I wonder how he
prayed for him?

317. Dr. Andrew Corbett
21 July 2021 at 1:52:18 pm

2Tim. 1:4 As I remember your
tears, I long to see you, that I
may be filled with joy.
318. Dr. Andrew Corbett
21 July 2021 at 2:08:09 pm

2Tim. 1:5 I am reminded of your
sincere faith, a faith that dwelt
first in your grandmother Lois
and your mother Eunice and
now, I am sure, dwells in you as
well.
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319. Dr. Andrew Corbett
21 July 2021 at 2:08:35 pm

Lois his Grandmother, and
Eunice his mother.

Objective 2.

320. Dr. Andrew Corbett

Paul emotionally remembered Timothy and fondly recollects the time they

21 July 2021 at 4:28:22 pm

2Tim. 1:6 For this reason I
remind you to fan into flame the
gift of God, which is in you
through the laying on of my
hands,
321. Dr. Andrew Corbett

To describe how a person’s perspective of their priorities
often changes toward the end of their life.

were last together when Timothy was overcome with tears when they were
317

forcibly parted (2Tim. 1:4). As he now appears to have realised that his race
was nearing an end, his heart goes out to his young protégé.

318

5.

Who does Paul attribute Timothy’s conversion to Christ to? (2Tim. 1:5)

319

21 July 2021 at 4:28:53 pm

Not rely on his own strength,
but draw on the gift/s that the
Holy Spirit had given him which
was imparted to him when Paul
laid hands on him.

Have you ever had a moment when you thought you were just about to
die? If so, how did it change your perspective? On September 11th 2001,
several planes leaving a New York airport were hijacked. As reports about one
of the first planes crashing into one of the World Trade Centre towers reached
passengers on the other ill-fated hijacked planes, many of these doomed
passengers used the built-in phones on the plane to call their loved ones (back
then these phones were exorbitantly expense to use! https://youtu.be/
lpI575rjPEM). The knowledge that in just minutes they were all about to die
was profoundly conveyed in the messages that many of these passengers were
able to leave on the answering machines of those whose calls were left
unanswered.
6.

With a growing sense that he was about to die, what did Paul want
Timothy to do in order to fulfil his ministry among the Ephesians?

320

(2Tim. 1:6)

321

We should be both impressed and challenged by Paul’s acceptance that his
life was soon coming to an end and yet his focus was on encouraging others particularly Timothy. His priorities were focused on being a blessing to others.
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322. Dr. Andrew Corbett
21 July 2021 at 7:58:12 pm

2Tim. 1:8 ¶ Therefore do not be
ashamed of the testimony about
our Lord, nor of me his prisoner,
but share in suffering for the
gospel by the power of God,
323. Dr. Andrew Corbett
21 July 2021 at 8:13:35 pm

2Tim. 1:12 which is why I suffer
as I do. But I am not ashamed,
for I know whom I have
believed, and I am convinced
that he is able to guard until that
day what has been entrusted to
me.
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Objective 3 - To give reasons why confidence is not the same as arrogance
when it comes to one’s God-given calling.

324. Dr. Andrew Corbett

7.

21 July 2021 at 8:01:50 pm

Paul was prepared to be a
prisoner for Christ and to suffer
for Christ as well, in order to
fulfil his ministry.

arrogance?

325. Dr. Andrew Corbett

Is it wrong to be confident about what God has called us to do? Is it

21 July 2021 at 8:16:11 pm

2Tim. 1:11 for which I was
appointed a preacher and
apostle and teacher,
326. Dr. Andrew Corbett
21 July 2021 at 8:16:51 pm

Paul was confident that he was
called to be a preacher, apostle,
and a teacher — because he
had been commissioned directly
by Christ.

How would you describe the difference between confidence and

arrogant to be confident about what God has called you to do?
8.

Paul was so confident of what God had called him to do, that he was
prepared to do what, according to Second Timothy 1:8, 12?

322
324

325

9.

What was Paul called to do according to Second Timothy 1:11 and how
could he be so sure?

326

327. Dr. Andrew Corbett
21 July 2021 at 8:50:04 pm

Do you know what all Christians, including you, are called to do? Do you

Acts 7:59 And as they were
stoning Stephen, he called out,
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”

have a sense that beyond this, God has called you to do something more
specific? If you don’t, does that mean that there is something wrong with you?

328. Dr. Andrew Corbett
21 July 2021 at 8:54:48 pm

Objective 4 - To be able tidemonstrate
support for those fellow believers
who are suffering for Christ.

Acts 12:1 ¶ About that time
Herod the king laid violent
hands on some who belonged
to the church.
Acts 12:2 He killed James the
brother of John with the sword,
329. Dr. Andrew Corbett
21 July 2021 at 9:02:41 pm

Acts 14:19 ¶ But Jews came
from Antioch and Iconium, and
having persuaded the crowds,
they stoned Paul and dragged
him out of the city, supposing
that he was dead.

Paul was not the first believer to suffer
for Christ at the hand of persecutors.
Stephen was martyred by Jewish
327

persecutors (Acts 7:59); James was

328

martyred by King Herod Agrippa (Acts 12:1-2); and Paul had previously been

329

presumably stoned to death by the Iconium Jews (Acts 14:19).
As we read through the Book of Acts we find that Luke describes the

330

various ways that Paul had been persecuted including being stoned (14:19),

330. Dr. Andrew Corbett
21 July 2021 at 9:13:02 pm

Acts 14:19 ¶ But Jews came
from Antioch and Iconium, and
having persuaded the crowds,
they stoned Paul and dragged
him out of the city, supposing
that he was dead.
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331. Dr. Andrew Corbett
21 July 2021 at 9:16:01 pm

Acts 16:29 And the jailer called
for lights and rushed in, and
trembling with fear he fell down
before Paul and Silas.
332. Dr. Andrew Corbett
21 July 2021 at 9:19:38 pm

Acts 21:32 He at once took
soldiers and centurions and ran
down to them. And when they
saw the tribune and the
soldiers, they stopped beating
Paul.
333. Dr. Andrew Corbett
21 July 2021 at 9:24:41 pm

Acts 22:29 So those who were
about to examine him withdrew
from him immediately, and the
tribune also was afraid, for he
realized that Paul was a Roman
citizen and that he had bound
him.
334. Dr. Andrew Corbett
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331

imprisoned (16:29), beaten by Roman soldiers (21:32), bound and held

333

captive (22:29), and placed under supervised house arrest (28:16).

10.

While all of these persecution events caused Paul to suffer, how might
his account in Second Timothy 1:15 caused him even more suffering and

335

why?
336

21 July 2021 at 9:30:19 pm

Acts 28:16 And when we came
into Rome, Paul was allowed to
stay by himself, with the soldier
who guarded him.

337

11.

But on the other hand, how might his account in Second Timothy 1:16-18
had been a great encouragement to him? (Compare this with Col. 4:18)

338

335. Dr. Andrew Corbett
21 July 2021 at 9:32:24 pm

2Tim. 1:15 ¶ You are aware that
all who are in Asia turned away
from me, among whom are
Phygelus and Hermogenes.
336. Dr. Andrew Corbett
21 July 2021 at 9:33:15 pm

The fact that all in Asia, where
Paul had previously evangelised
and planted churches, had
turned away from Paul. This
would have caused him great
grief.

Application
12.

If you were going through a very stressful time caused by others treating
you unfairly shortly after you had rededicated yourself to God, how
would you pray and how would you want others to pray for you? Discuss.

337. Dr. Andrew Corbett
21 July 2021 at 9:35:36 pm

2Tim. 1:16 May the Lord grant
mercy to the household of
Onesiphorus, for he often
refreshed me and was not
ashamed of my chains,
2Tim. 1:17 but when he arrived
in Rome he searched for me
earnestly and found me—
2Tim. 1:18 may the Lord grant
him to find mercy from the Lord
on that day!—and you well
know all the service he rendered
at Ephesus.
338. Dr. Andrew Corbett
22 July 2021 at 6:15:29 am

Col. 4:18 ¶ I, Paul, write this
greeting with my own hand.
Remember my chains. Grace be
with you.

13.

If you had recently received a terminal diagnosis as a result of some
recent medical tests, where doctors had given you just 2 to 3 years left,
how would you reorganise your priorities?

— 59 —

339. Dr. Andrew Corbett
22 July 2021 at 6:19:17 am

Heb. 10:34 For you had
compassion on those in prison,
and you joyfully accepted the
plundering of your property,
since you knew that you
yourselves had a better
possession and an abiding one.
340. Dr. Andrew Corbett
22 July 2021 at 6:19:02 am

Heb. 13:3 Remember those who
are in prison, as though in
prison with them, and those
who are mistreated, since you
also are in the body.
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14.

After reading several of the New Testament passages describing how God
gives spiritual gifts for His children to use, a young Christian eager to
serve Christ asks you for advice about which spiritual gift they should
choose. What would you tell him or her?

339

15.

Read Hebrews 10:34 and 13:3. In what practical ways can we apply these
injunctions today? Consider - https://www.opendoors.org.au/
persecuted-christians/about-persecution/
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