Dear Timothy, Small Group Bible Studies

Study 9

Why I Suffer As I Do
objectives (Second Timothy 1:1-18)
1. To be able to defend that God’s will for His servants often includes
hardship, trials and setbacks.
2. To describe how a person’s perspective of their priorities often changes
toward the end of their life.
3. To give reasons why confidence is not the same as arrogance when it
comes to one’s God-given calling.
4. To be able to demonstrate support for those fellow believers who are
suffering for Christ.

Background
Since Paul had written his first epistle, where he indicated that he
expected to be freed soon, his second epistle seems to convey a less optimistic
outlook. His second epistle sounds much more like a farewell than his first.
This makes what he says to Timothy all the more impressive because rather
than complaining about his predicament, he writes to encourage his
lieutenant and thereby also encourage the faithful believers in Ephesus.
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Objective 1 - To be able to defend that God’s will for His servants often
includes hardship, trials and setbacks.

Some people have a view about Christianity that it is God’s will to always
make His people comfortable and h _ _ _ y. But this was not Paul’s experience
as he faithfully served God. Remarkably, the apostle Paul never complains
about his negative circumstances. Instead, he refers to these events as proof of
God’s call on him!
1.

Read Second Timothy 1:1. How would you describe Paul’s attitude at this
point, despite his negative circumstances?
(a) He is upset with God because despite what he thought about God’s will
always resulting in him being protected from harm, God had now let him
down.
(b) Despite his adverse circumstances of still being imprisoned, he still felt that
he was in the will of God and could therefore continue to worship and trust
God.
(c) Paul was confident that if more believers prayed for him and sowed more
money into his finances, God would be sure to answer these prayers and
release him from his imprisonment.

2.

Read Second Corinthians 11:23-27. What was Paul prepared to endure
for the sake of serving Christ and why?

3.

Is it ever God’s will for someone to endure hardships and difficulties?
Discuss.

4.

Despite Paul’s difficult circumstances, what was his main prayer focus
based on Second Timothy 1:2-3?
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Objective 2.

To describe how a person’s perspective of their priorities
often changes toward the end of their life.

Paul emotionally remembered Timothy and fondly recollects the time they
were last together when Timothy was overcome with tears when they were
forcibly parted (2Tim. 1:4). As he now appears to have realised that his race
was nearing an end, his heart goes out to his young protégé.
5.

Who does Paul attribute Timothy’s conversion to Christ to? (2Tim. 1:5)

Have you ever had a moment when you thought you were just about to
die? If so, how did it change your perspective? On September 11th 2001,
several planes leaving a New York airport were hijacked. As reports about one
of the first planes crashing into one of the World Trade Centre towers reached
passengers on the other ill-fated hijacked planes, many of these doomed
passengers used the built-in phones on the plane to call their loved ones (back
then these phones were exorbitantly expense to use! https://youtu.be/
lpI575rjPEM). The knowledge that in just minutes they were all about to die
was profoundly conveyed in the messages that many of these passengers were
able to leave on the answering machines of those whose calls were left
unanswered.
6.

With a growing sense that he was about to die, what did Paul want
Timothy to do in order to fulfil his ministry among the Ephesians?
(2Tim. 1:6)

We should be both impressed and challenged by Paul’s acceptance that his
life was soon coming to an end and yet his focus was on encouraging others particularly Timothy. His priorities were focused on being a blessing to others.
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Objective 3 - To give reasons why confidence is not the same as arrogance
when it comes to one’s God-given calling.

7.

How would you describe the difference between confidence and
arrogance?

Is it wrong to be confident about what God has called us to do? Is it
arrogant to be confident about what God has called you to do?
8.

Paul was so confident of what God had called him to do, that he was
prepared to do what, according to Second Timothy 1:8, 12?

9.

What was Paul called to do according to Second Timothy 1:11 and how
could he be so sure?

Do you know what all Christians, including you, are called to do? Do you
have a sense that beyond this, God has called you to do something more
specific? If you don’t, does that mean that there is something wrong with you?

Objective 4 - To be able tidemonstrate
support for those fellow believers
who are suffering for Christ.

Paul was not the first believer to suffer
for Christ at the hand of persecutors.
Stephen was martyred by Jewish
persecutors (Acts 7:59); James was
martyred by King Herod Agrippa (Acts 12:1-2); and Paul had previously been
presumably stoned to death by the Iconium Jews (Acts 14:19).
As we read through the Book of Acts we find that Luke describes the
various ways that Paul had been persecuted including being stoned (14:19),
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imprisoned (16:29), beaten by Roman soldiers (21:32), bound and held
captive (22:29), and placed under supervised house arrest (28:16).

10.

While all of these persecution events caused Paul to suffer, how might
his account in Second Timothy 1:15 caused him even more suffering and
why?

11.

But on the other hand, how might his account in Second Timothy 1:16-18
had been a great encouragement to him? (Compare this with Col. 4:18)

Application
12.

If you were going through a very stressful time caused by others treating
you unfairly shortly after you had rededicated yourself to God, how
would you pray and how would you want others to pray for you? Discuss.

13.

If you had recently received a terminal diagnosis as a result of some
recent medical tests, where doctors had given you just 2 to 3 years left,
how would you reorganise your priorities?
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14.

After reading several of the New Testament passages describing how God
gives spiritual gifts for His children to use, a young Christian eager to
serve Christ asks you for advice about which spiritual gift they should
choose. What would you tell him or her?

15.

Read Hebrews 10:34 and 13:3. In what practical ways can we apply these
injunctions today? Consider - https://www.opendoors.org.au/
persecuted-christians/about-persecution/
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