Studies in the life of King David, prepared by Dr. Andrew Corbett



David’s Call

The life of King David is one of the most significant in all the
Scriptures. Some scholars have attributed around 40% of Scripture
as being either directly or indirectly “Davidic”. Therefore, the

importance and impact of his life cannot be overstated.

1. What does Acts 13:22 say of David?

Because David is such a pivotal character
within the Bible the truthfulness and
accurate retelling of his life carries with it
. the weight of Scriptural credibility. Put
simply: if David didn’t exist the Scriptures

have no authority!
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The Life of King David

Sceptics have been quick to point out that for a life so prominent, as that of
David’s, there remains (to date) no significant archaeological evidence for
him. This is a problem for those of us who believe the Bible and promote its
truthfulness. Some have therefore suggested that we regard David not as a

real person but as a myth.

2, What is the difference between a “myth” and a “legend”?

One of the problems though in criticising the
Bible and attempting to disprove its
contents, as these sceptics try to do, is the
lack of understanding into the cultural

context of the text.

3. First Chronicles 28:1 implies that David had a “palace”. What might a

modern reader of this verse imagine his palace to look like?

4. But what does 2Samuel 7:2 reveal about the true nature of this

“palace”?

\/
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David’s Call

By putting meaning into the Biblical text that was never there in the first
place, those seeking to verify or discredit it have a major obstacle from the get-
go. And this is what many have done with David. They read of a “King” and a
“palace” and overlay a lot of artificial meaning to those terms then fail to find
evidence supporting their assumptions. It is so important for the readers of
Scripture to understand that Bible words are not unequivocal (always one
meaning) but are equivocal (the meaning of the word is defined by its

context).

Sceptics appeal to “science” to
support their claims that David
was merely a fictional character.
But the use of science in these
instances is too narrow. Perhaps it

might be better to say that there is

no conclusive archaeological
evidence for David, rather than stating that “science” as a whole disproves the
existence of David. Because there are other forms of science that lend great
weight to the authenticity of David. These include: Genealogical science (real
and verifiable people from history could trace their lineage back to David,
none the least: Christ), Geographic science (Jerusalem was known as “The
City of David” from the time of David up until the time of Christ), and
Theology (the basis of Christ’s claim and authority as “the Messiah”, or put in
other terms, “The Son of David” are nullified if David never existed). There is
similarly no branch of science that could be used to categorically disprove the

existence of King David and the Biblical account of him.

5. How does Christ’s statement in Matthew 12:3 link His credibility to
that of David’s?
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The Life of King David

6. Complete the following sentences about the life of David-

a) David s Israel’s enemies

b) David e

of Israel

Jerusalem, and u the tribes

c¢) David paved the way for the T to be constructed

d) David led Israel in corporate w

7. What happened to David when
Samuel anointed him with oil? (1Samuel

16:13)

8. Why did God call David according to 1Samuel 16:18?

9. Complete the list of attributes that described David. He was-

@wab_________ d (He had skills.)
Gg)b_____ _ (He was a man of valour.)
Ggi)b_________ (He was a warrior.)
Gwb_________ (He was prudent in speech.)
MDb__ (He had good presence.)
vi)D__ (He had the presence of God.)
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David’s Call

Davids
Inspiri

10.  Based on the following Scriptures what lessons from the life of David

can we apply to our own?

a) Acts 13:22

b) 2Samuel 23:1

¢) 1Samuel 16:18

Amen.
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The Life of King David

Davidsg
Challef

© Dr. Andrew Corbett, Legana, Tasmania, Australia 7

www.andrewcorbett.net

\4



David’s Challenge

After David was anointed by Samuel, God had orchestrated for the young
shepherd-minstrel to be brought into the court of King Saul (1Sam. 16:17, 23).
While this was a rather tumultuous experience for the young David, it was a

time of invaluable learning for him.

11.  What might David had learned during this time? (Note 1Sam. 16:17-23)

Someone has said you can not be
victorious in life without fighting
battles! If you want to be an

“overcomer” you have to overcome

David
4 A things! Before Saul had become
‘ O 1 at E King of Israel he had never fought a
2@ | battle, or beaten a foe. Sometimes

we mistake hardships in life as

God’s abandonment, and associate ease with God’s blessing. Neither is always,
or necessarily, true. This story of David and Goliath reinforces the principle

for dealing with life’s problems that doing nothing rarely works!

12.  How is this point made in Judges 3:1-4?

God reveals the true character and strength of a person by the depth of the
problems and adversities they must deal with. The level of difficulties that you

face is God’s vote off confidence in you to deal with them.
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The Life of King David

People are born for trouble as predictably as sparks fly
upward from a fire.
Job 5:7

I wonder whether David, up until the time he encountered this |
stand-off with Goliath and the Philistines, had viewed his life as a "
series of one difficulty after another? It’s interesting how the trials

of our lives actually take on a different perspective when we gain

the betterment of developed character or increased tenacity.

13.  Note how David may have now considered some of the negative events
of the past as preparation for the present — 1Samuel 17:36 — by

describing the events he mentions-

There are lessons to be learned from this for our lives!

David would have become proficient in sling-shotting through the years of
defending his sheep. He could never have imagined how God would use this

skill one day.

How an ancient ‘sling shot’ worked
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David’s Challenge

Some sceptics have
expressed doubt that boy
could have ever slain a giant
(or even an adult) with a
pebble. But the “stones”
probably used by David

would have been about the

size of a tennis ball!

Archaeological discoveries of these ancient “shots” actually lend credibility to

the Biblical account of David slaying Goliath with this weapon.

14.  Which best describes David’s rise to prominence-

()  David was born into a prominent family and was destined to be

prominent

()  David was from an obscure family who lived in an obscure part

of the country

() David’s stature and Gregory Peck type features made him an

obvious choice for Samuel to anoint as the next king of Israel

Some people are born with a sense that their lives are destined for big things.
Perhaps this was David’s experience. The challenge for people who feel called
to big things is to be faithful in the little things.

15.  How does Matthew 25:21 make this point? What does this passage list
as “little” things in Matthew 25:35-36?
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The Life of King David

As he talked with them, behold, the champion, the
Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, came up out of the
ranks of the Philistines and spoke the same words as

before. And David heard him.
1Sam. 17:23

David would have been around 17 years of age when he confronted Goliath.

16.  Note why David may have been so keen to have a go against this giant

(1Samuel 17:25) -

When David presented himself to King Saul two striking things occurred.
Firstly, despite David having been the royal minstrel, Saul didn’t know who he
was. The story is told of a medical professor who gave his final year students

their major exam in which one of the questions was-

What is the name of the cleaner of this College?

One by one students questioned their professor about this obscure question.
He reminded them that the failure to answer this question could jeopardise
their final mark. But, they, protested this was hardly a ‘medical’ question. Was
the professor kidding? He assured them that he was not. After the exam, the
professor told his students they had attended their classes and had walked
past the College cleaner everyday. He then scolded them for being so caught
up in pursuing their medical studies to help others that they had in the
process lost sight of others! A week or so later he tested them again with the

same question- this time they all knew the name of the cleaner!

17. How did Jesus reinforce this professor’s concern in Matthew 5:47?

Even though King Saul had ‘employed’ David as a minstrel, he didn’t know

who he was! I wonder whether David resolved that he would never be this
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David’s Challenge

kind of king? Some regard the Biblical expression “the key of David” as

David’s ability to love and care for people looking to him.

18.  Who has the “key of David” now and what does this mean about its
holder? (Revelation 3:7)

The second thing we notice is how readily King Saul was prepared to accept
David’s offer. Saul tried to get David to wear his armour. While this may have
been an awkward gesture of concern for David’s welfare, it may also have been
an attempt by Saul to give the impression to his troops and foes that it was
someone other than a shepherd-boy who had the courage to confront the

giant.

In life’s battles we must learn how we fight best. There will always be someone

who wants us to fight our battles wearing their armour!

19.  When you are under attack (spiritually or mentally), how do you best
fight?

I find it curious that David rarely heard directly from God. In this account of
David fighting Goliath there is no record of him being told by God to fight the
giant. To David, it was obvious that he should him. He did not need a ‘hyper-

word’ from God.

20. What things in Scripture do some Christians excuse themselves from
acting out because they haven’t received a “rhema” word from God

about?

David knew that Goliath was wrong and that God would enable the young
shepherd to take appropriate action. He also seemed to know that God would

use David’s past experiences, meagre skills and personality. This thought
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The Life of King David

should encourage each us to take action when recognise injustice and evil.

And there came out from the camp of the Philistines a
champion named Goliath of Gath, whose height was six

cubits and a span.
1Samuel 17:4

Some people have regarded the David
and Goliath story as ‘legend’ (an

exaggeration of a real event) or a ‘myth’

(an invented story that was never true).
‘| They question whether people of “six
cubits and span” could ever have

existed. A “cubit” is the length between

the finger-tips and the elbow.

But John Wesley wrote in his commentary on this story-

Six cubits— At least, nine feet, nine inches high. And this is
not strange; for besides the giants mentioned in Scripture,
Herodotus, Diodourus Siculus, and Pliny, make mention
of persons seven cubits high.

In recent times some people have grown to nearly the
@ same height as the Biblical Goliath. For example, Robert
Wadlaw grew to 8'11”. The fact that Goliath was mentioned
as having six fingers on each hand, was also regarded as
improbable. But with the spate of people who have had

this defect, this criticism has now been dismissed.
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David’s Challenge
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David inspires us to...

> Know that God sees us
A (Luke

> Do well whatever we do
010) (Ecc.
» Have a go!

» Do what we already know is

right (we need to be familiar
with God’s Word)

Dr. An
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The Life of King David

> Be ourselves!
Amen.
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David’s Courtship

Davids
Courts
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The Life of King David
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David’s Courtship

In one sense the Bible declares that it is foolishness to those who are

perishing.

1. How does 1Corinthians 1:21 testify to this? (Note 2Corinthians 4:3)

Islam claims that it is impossible for a Non-Muslim to understand or even
appreciate the Koran. Therefore they dismiss any criticism of their sacred
book by those who point out to them that certain passages appear to be
nonsensical. So while the Bible cannot be fully understood by those who do
not know God, believers do claim that God has made His Word able to be
understood by both redeemed and unredeemed people. For example, the
historical, geographical, scientific statements within Scripture can be verified
by anyone. Christians have nothing to fear from anyone who scrutinises the

Bible in an attempt to disprove anything within it.

Therefore, it’s one thing for an unredeemed person to claim that the Bible
cannot be understood, but it is quite another thing for the believer to claim the
same thing. The biggest problem the believer will have with the Scriptures is

not over the hard-to-understand passages, but the main and plain passages.

2. How does Philippians 2:14 serve to illustrate this point?

When it comes to looking at the life of King David in the Scriptures we find his
aspects of his story told within First and Second Samuel, First Kings, and First
Chronicles. Each of these books were written by a different Biblical author for

a different reason. We’ll note their different emphases shortly.
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The Life of King David

3. Match the Biblical book with its author -

a. First Samuel %

Jeremiah

b. Second Samuel * Fygra

c. First Kings ¥ Begun by Samuel, probably
completed by Nathan and Gad

d. First Chronicles *

Probably authored by Nathan,
Gad and Iddo

David’s life is recorded by different authors in these different books for
different reasons. As you read through each account of David’s life note which
one highlights his sins and which one ignores them. Also note which author
attributes David’s foolishness to God, and which one attributes it to Satan.
One author was writing during a time of Israel’s rebellion toward God,

another was writing during a time of national repentance.

4. Select the correct answer as to how God inspired the Scriptures-

(a) Mechanical Dictation- God simply told the authors what to write and they
wrote it down word-for-word without incorporating their own way of speaking

or questions they may have had.

(b) Human Inspiration- God simply recognised that certain holy men had
attained a higher level of wisdom in their writings and chose some of those
writings to be His Word to mankind. Therefore, certain parts of the Bible are
quite unreliable because they might be the height of human wisdom they are
still just merely the ideas of men — many were unlearned about matters science

and history.

(c) Verbal Plenary Inspiration- ‘Plenary’ means that the speaker or writer has
the authority to word things how they want. Some Conferences have “Plenary
Speakers”. This means that the Conference speaker is able to speak on whatever
they want, however they want. In a similar way, God spoke to men in various
ways and literally inspired them to write Scripture using their own words,
idioms, coins of phrase, life experiences, and vocabularies. Scripture is
therefore entirely from God and simultaneously entirely from men. Therefore,

both the written and Living Words of God are incarnate (note John 1:14).
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David’s Courtship

The Origin & History of Israel’s Kings

2, How did God feel when the people asked Samuel for a King? (Note how
Samuel felt also.) (1Samuel 8:4-8)

Saul was everything the people wanted in a king.

3. How is Saul described in 1Samuel 9:2 that shows he was a “people’s

choice” for king?

God did everything He could for Saul, but still he chose to rebel. So God
decided to give the people His choice for a king.

4. Saul had been selected on the basis of outward appearances. But on
what basis did God select David to be king? (1Samuel 16:7)

After David’s reign, his son Solomon reigned. David not only had a heart after
God, he also had the privilege of having external factors keeping his heart
right: prophets who had the courage to confront his sin. But Solomon appears
to have no prophets speaking into his life. The result seems to be that his heart
strayed away from God due to both a lack of internal resolve and external

accountability.

5. Who do you allow to speak ‘prophetically’ into your life about the issues

of your heart?
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The Life of King David

After Solomon died, his son Rehoboam became King and divided the nation into a
north-south civil war. Israel would never again be a united people under the Old
Covenant, instead they became two houses: Ephraim (Israel) and Judah. Eventually
each House would be conquered by foreign armies and exiled out of their Land.
Centuries later a remnant would return under the guidance of Ezra and Nehemiah to
rebuild the nation and its infrastructure (city walls, buildings and Temple) to prepare
for the coming of the Messiah. Before this exile happened Jeremiah wrote their
history in what we now call First and Second Kings. He gives a worts and all account
of what led to their demise. After their return from exile, Ezra writes their history
from a different perspective this time omitting all the discouraging episodes and
highlighting the encouraging ones. His historical perspective is referred to as First
and Second Chronicles. This is largely why there are different tellings of the life of
King David.

David’s Early Relationships

David formed three very significant relationships in his early years as a man:

King Saul, Jonathan, and his trophy-wife: Michal (1Sam. 18:27).

6. David was man renowned for having strong relationships with people.

According to 1Samuel 18:14 why did David prosper in this way?

David’s relationship with Jonathan is a
beautiful example of friendship. These two
men formed a covenant together that

resulted in them becoming closer than

brothers.

7. Read 1Samuel 18:1. How close did Jonathan feel toward David?
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David’s Courtship

We live in age that is absorbed with lewdness. In this age, “love” generally has
sexual connotations. The expression- “making love” is used to describe sexual
acts that perhaps more often than not actually have little to do with love!
Interestingly, the Bible’s source languages had various words for the different
expressions of “love”. For example, the New Testament uses the word “phileo”
which is rendered as “love” in the New Testament which originally meant
brotherly love. In the Hebrew language, this same type of love is the word

“aheb”, whereas the word for sexual love is “yada” (to know intimately).

8. But David’s relationships with other men, which were clearly not
sexual, are described in similar terms to the relationship he enjoyed
with Jonathan. Note 1Kings 5:1 and record another example of a

similar relationship that David later had with another man-

0. Based on 1Samuel 18:2, what

David{ |
&

Saul ¢

expectations might David have had of

Saul?

Saul would have been a great disappointment to David. Many men harbour
great disappointment toward their fathers and look to other men in positions
of authority to “father” them. This unrealistic expectation leads men to live
angry, frustrated lives. The remedy is two-fold: firstly, release your father
through forgiveness and demonstration of that forgiveness; secondly, look to

God as your Father.

10. Mark which are correct statements about Saul which contrast him to
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The Life of King David

David-

Statement...

True | False

*

Unlike David, Saul was very secure in his kingship
because he rested in the peace and call of God on his life.

Saul betrayed his lack of trust in God by his ability to lose
his temper so quickly, whereas David was a man of self-
control.

Saul seemed to want acclaim and credit without ever
actually having earned it, whereas David was a man of
action.

Saul was an encourager of people unlike David who
continually put others down.

Saul was not a man of his word, whereas David was.

Saul avoided manipulating people by flattery whereas
David became known as “The Flatterer of Israel”.

Saul often did things to please people at the expense of
obeying God.

David exhibited the four signs of a
mature, secure person. Firstly, he
drew his identity from his
relationship with God (he feared
God more than people and
experienced love and significance
primarily from God). Secondly, he
related freely with others (who he

was vulnerable to and honest with and were able to help him). Thirdly, he

didn’t continually broadcast any personal inferiority by bragging and

exaggerating any past achievements. And Fourthly, David actually promoted

others without feeling that he was in any way diminishing his own worth- he

genuinely wished others well and sought to see them promoted them in the

eyes of others.
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David’s Courtship

My name is Maximus Decimus
Meridius, ~Commander of the [}
Armies of the North, General of the
Felix Legions, loyal servant to the
true emperor, Marcus Aurelius.
Father to a murdered son, husband
to a murdered wife. And | will have
my vengeance, in this life or the
next.

Gladiator

When David was finally made King
of Judah, he asked for Michal to be
returned to him as his wife. But his
marriage to Michal was fraught
with difficulties. As good as David
was at relating to people, not even

he could make a good marriage out

of the ingredients of a bad
relationship! That’s why we’ve called this study: David’s Courtship, because
he didn’t have one with Michal - and the results were disastrous. Courtship is
important to a successful marriage. Note the following and discuss these

observations-

¢ David had no prior relationship with Michal before his marriage
to her (Marriage preparation involves substantial time spent together

where issues are learned to be resolved, shared and understood).

e Michal was known to be a woman of bad character (her father
actually thought she would be a snare to David because of her bad

character).
¢ Michal was known to be an idolater.

¢ Michael was shown to be a pathological liar.
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The Life of King David

Jesus Christ is referred to as having “the Key of David” (Revelation 3:7). In the
immediate sense this means that Jesus was the rightful heir to David’s throne,
but in another sense it perhaps also conveys that Christ was able to win people

to Himself- just like David did. May God grant us all this same ability!

11.  What lessons can learn from how David related to people as surveyed

in this study?

Amen.
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